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THE THEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL STUDY ON THE
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF TOURISM IN CHINA
—An Explainaticn of the “Ninth Five Years Plan” Key Research Program on Tourism

Supported by the National Foundation of Natural Science

Guo Laixi
(Institute of Geography, Chinese Academy of Sciences and

the State Plauning Commaission of P. R. China, Beijing )

Abstract

In order to set up the sustainable development and macro-allocation sys-
tem of the largest newly industrial groups, a complete, synthetic and strate-
gical pre-study of increasing trend, carrying capacity and connecting effects
should be conducted with the cooperation of the researchers from multi-fields
focusing on such important issues of tourism as machenism of sustainable de-
velopment, function in national economy, the developing aim for 21st centur-
ty, resource system, planning system, index system, macrodistribution, in-
formation system, software development, and the model establishment of the
uniform for industry, education and research. The study will directly serve
for the main battle of national economy, and the special role of geography in
the development of tourism will also be shown through the establishment of a

new system of tourism.

The project of “the theoretical base of sustainable development and the systematic re-
search of macro-design in China’s tourism” was formally ractified by committee of natural
science fund in Chinaand known as the key part in “the Ninth Five years Plan” . Not only
is it the first research project of key tourism in the field of natural science in China, but
also it indicates the importance of the project’ and the maturity and preconception of
tourism research with a view of Geography.

What it indicates most is the connective help of both the Committee of Natural Scien-
tific Fund in China and the Chinese Tourism Bureau as well as the help of Chinese Acade-
my of Sciences. While the holders of the project are made up of the following depart-
ments, indluding Chinese Academy of Sciences, Geographical Institute of the Nation plan-
ning committee, the department of Planning and Synthesis in Chinese tourism bureau, it is
a synthesizing project which many experts partaking devided from system of research,
management and education in varieties of fields in NanJin University and East-China Nor-

mal University. The research fruit not only indicates its pioneering work in the theory of
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tourism, but also works out achievements in scientification, systematization, standardiza-
tion of macro strategy and industrial development in China or some other regions, propels
integration of producing, learning and researching in the research of tourism, and probes
into the new model of tourism development.

1. Sustainable development—the theme of tourism in future

The strategical thought of sustainable development was originated from the book of
“World Conservation Strategy” in connection with “International Union of Conservative Na-
ture” (IUCN), “United Nation of Enviroment Planning” (UNEP) and “the Committee of
World Wildlife Fund” (WWF) in 1980. 1t infers: First, both main ecological procedure and
the system of vital support should be lasting. Second, diversities of inherit should be pre-
served. Third, the use of any species and ecological system should be lasting. And it ex-
plained in 1990 in the book of “ Crying for the Earth— A Strategy for Sustainable Living”;
First, the rule of sustainable living. Second, extra behaviour of sustainable living. Third,
catring on and successive behaviour. During the publishing of both these papers, the World
Committee of Environment and Development, in conformity with the 38/161 act passed in
the 38th General Assembly, designed “Our Common Future” in 1987, with admission
passed in the 42th General Assembly. The sustainable development is defined: “Not only
satisfying the needs of the contemporary, but also not threating the capability of the off-
spring to satisfy their needs”. Sustainable development is not only the lever of coordinating
relationship of man-to-man and man-to-nature, but also the basic guarantee of proceeding
human civilization, so it is considered “ as the instructing rule” by many international com-
munities, and was s admitted by International Conference of Evioronment and Development
in 1992. The thought of sustainable development pervoded all the 40 chapters of the passed
“21st Century Agenda”.

The introduction of sustainable development as a guiding principle into the tourism field
owed to the symposium of organizational committee of tourism team run by the World Sym-
posium of Sustainable Development in Canada in 1990, which lay down “the Strategic Draft
of Tourist Development Behavior”, it firstly infers the general target, official strategy and
acting procedure of sustainable tourist development as well as the task of official, unofficial
and tourism enterprise from the levels of state and region, The United Nation Education,
Science, Culture organization (UNESCO). the United Nation Evironment Planning Burean
(UNEP) and the world Tourist Organization (WTO) hold “the World Sysposium of Sus-
tainable Tourist Development” in Spain in 1995, and passed “the Charter of Sustainable
Tourist Development” and “ Project of Sustainable Tourist Development Behaviour”. The
charter emphasizes on that realizing the target in connection with the economic and social de-
velopment on the range of the world, changing the model of tourist consumption, adding
fees of ecological environment in drafting tourist price, probing the operation of international

general economic method, ensuring the sustainable use of resource, etc.
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Under such an international circumstance, we proposed to the Committee of Natural
Science Fund in China in 1994 that they should select the key task from the project of
tourist research during “the Ninth-Five Years”. Meanwhile, we suggest that the Chinese
Tourism Burean carry ort the basic research of sustainable development in China, who em-
phasized on it and gave its consent to joint investment and application. Finally, it is consid-
ered as the key roject of Natural Science Fund in China in “the Ninth-Five Years Plan” after
passing the experts’ strict demostration.

2. Confination of sustainable development research in China’s tourism

Both the domestic and the overseas scholars hold optimistic attitude uniformly to the de-
velopment of Chinese tourism, because the income of international tourism has risen from
0. 263 billion dollars to 10. 2 billion dollars in 1996 since the reform and open in 1978. The
revenue of domestic tourism achieved 165 billion dollars in 1996 and made up upwards of 4
percent of GDP, which altered greatly from zero to the enormous profits. China has become
the fifth largest resort in the world, and the rising power of inner tourism becomes very
strong while the east of Asia attracts the notice of world with the energic economics. It is
expected that the income oI international tourism will be up to 14 billion dollars or so by
2000 and that of inner tourism will be up from 250 to 260 billion dollars. By then, the totat
revenue of Chinese tourism will make up about 5 percent of GDP. The revenue of interna-
tional tourism will achieve from 38 to 43 billion dollars by 2010 while that of inner tourism
will exceed one thousand billion dollars. The amount of both accumulation will make up
about 8 percent of GDP. It shall become a burgeoning industry with high profits and wide
when its status of the critical industry of national economiy is raised greatly.

In the process of excessive development of Chinese tourism, for technological invest-
ment in Chinese tourism to further study the operational modernization and the base of the
sustainable development theory, is demanded by the expanding of international and national
tourism market, the exploration, use and perservation of tourism resource probing , the sta-
tus and function of tourism in general national economy as well as the definition of rcason-
able development scale, the essential industry of tourism, science as well. regulation. stan-
dardization and information in the design strategy, management and procedure of macro
space.

The purpose of the task consists in; being in accordance with the rule of sustainable de-
velopment in tourism, considering the endurance of ecological environment, corresponding
to the status of national economic development and the regulation of social moral, being con-
nected with the tourism, nature, culture and Chinese living environment . keeping the fea-
ture of countrv, region and native. keeping up prediction on the main target of Chinese
tourist development in general, solving the difficult technique problem in the exploration of
tourist resource, series of planning of tourism product and system of systhesizing index.

building the system of Chinese tourism information, providing for keys and strategies for the
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design and planning of tourism development, and general graph of distribution as well, pro-
pelling the foundation and improvement in the system of Chinese tourism science. In
essence, it indicates the precusor, main frame and basic function of Geography in such a gi-
ant research project.

This project focuses on the following eight fields:

(D Researching the principle and sustainable development theory system in Chinese
tourism. Its defination consists of the following, including forming foundation and the sys-
tem of the sustainble tourism development theory, the potential evalution of sustainable use
of tourist resource, the calculation of tourist ecological evironment power ., the defination of
cultural basic quality support and national tourist idea, the construction of tourist strategic
assurance principle in China, etc.

@ Researching the progressive theory base and national economic status of Chinese
tourism. including the relation in connection with the demanding change of habitantal
tourist expense and rising power of national economy, the historical trade of developing
trend, structure of tourism development in present China as well as spatial design graph , the
economic devotion of Chinese tourism. (direct effection and indirect effection), social func-
tion of Chinese tourism and evalutional index system of environmental function as well as the
change of management of Natural Tourism Adminstrative Bureau.

(@predicting the main target of development in Chinese tourism from 2000 to 2030, in-
cluding the following six fields: the transformation of world tourist core and competative
strategy, attracive power of international tourism in China, tourist cliversity, the tourist
flow and exploration as well as the forseeing of income, rising power of inner habitantal ex-
pense, demanding of tourist expense and prediction of income, attrative country lavea of
inner’s going out of country as well as the trend of consumption and the prediction of gener-
al. construction of model and compensational function of profit-and -deficit of tourist con-
sumption, operational strategy and special function of tourism in getting rid of poverty in
west-and -middle of China.

(DResearching the system of digital index and defination of Chinese tourist range, in-
cluding ; researching the connection of international trail and the defination of scientifical
range in Chinese tourism, researching the theory methods and the defination of digital anal-
ysis index in Chinese tourism. the system of construction of sub-diversion analysis systemat-
ic index and the system of general analysis index in Chinesc tourism, etc.

@Researching the planning system in all kinds of levels in Chinese tourism, including :
researching the regulation of tourist strategic planning, researching the regulation of special
theme tourist planning, researching the tourist trace and the regalution of landscape design
planning, researching the regulation of tourist effection planning.

Researching the sustainabie development and macro design-and-adjustment in Chi-

nese tourism, consisting of 9 sub-project, including: progress and prefection of national
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tourist resource exploration regulation, researching general planning graph of chinese
tourism in historical period, the arrangement and exploration of national tourist trace and
foundation of national tourist network, researching direction and strategy of market as well
as exploration of international tourist market, the foundation of tourist equipment system
and the direction of inner tourist flow, the foundation of system of model of peddling and
exploration of international co-operational ways. researching the supporting potential of new
resource and environmental assurance of sustainable development in Chinese tourism, the
foundation of support system of sustainable tourist development, the science of Chinse
tourism, native and the problem of characterization.

(Constructing Chinese tourist information system. including four systems: research-
ing the construction of Chinese tourist analysis procedure, foundation of Chinese tourist re-
source information system, exploration of software of Chinese tourist mangement system,
research of software of Chinese tourist information consultion system.

(8Researching the model of Chinese tourist production-learning-research as a whole go-
ing begond the century.

Except for the principle of sustainable tourist development, national economic function
and predicting research of main target, the key project is emphasized on solving the system
of three system index, building the base of design national regulation.

a. The system of separative index of tourist resource. Based on the connective design
linking with the resource exploration department of National Tourist Bureau and the Geo-
graphical Insititute of Chinese academy, the exploration regulation of Chinese tourist re-
source introduced by country, we compensate the sustainable tourism, ecological tourism
and bettering the human landscape, system of man-made topic party resource, to made it
achieve the standard of formal national regulation.

b. Setting up the planning system regulation of Chinese tourist product. Designning the
rule of Chinese tourist planning management and regulation of tourist planning with view of
the mistake for investing and tourist expose for the disorder of inner tourist planning.

¢. The system of tourist analysis index. We not only connect with each other according
to world regulation, but also consider Chinese reality as well as the status of touristsin na-
tional economic and related effection.

3. The study of the typical case

“The theory base of sustainable development of Chinese tourism and the research of
macro design system”, is a big system research linking with the theory research and material
analysis except for working at amount of literature referrence and inquiring of international
internet, we will take methods connected with sample investgation, typical investgation and
case research, setting up expert inquiration system, computer analysis and model founda-
tion, soft exploration, meanwhile, carrying on the material research of typical case.

In the period of prepared research, we designed “the ecological tourism in chende city”,
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“the system preservation of natural society ecology in lugu lake and the construction engi-
neering of model community sample” to intake the preferring project in “twenty-first centu-
ry project in China”, designing “the tourism of water body landscape ecological diversity in
Wu Han city” to intake the rolling plan of preferring project in “Twenty-first century pro-
ject in China”. We first select BeiHai city in GuangXi province of fourteen seaside opening
cities as the typical research.

The lately developing city has the superiority of resource. the superiority of location and
developing chance, but its economic is dropped the bottom in the process Chinese macro ad-
justion. Its area of city area is nine hundred and fifty-seven kilometer squear, with the city
centre of the urban population four hundred and Fifty-five thousand. In the tide of estate ex-
ploitation from 1992 to 1993, the fantastic estate into selling reachs five hundred and fifty
five thousnad meters square along with incompleted project four handred and fifty thousand
meters square , which occupies sums of capital. How to find out incision point of second de-
velopment and that sets up perfect charateristic tourist area system by material research—
tourist resource exploitation, tourist developing strategic research, tourist general planning,
will not only make devotion to theory research, but also build new strategy for economic so-
cial development of BeiHai city.

we will select other types of tourist area as material research during its carrying out.

The foreseeing works consist in : *‘Sustainable Development Research of Chinese
Tourism”, “System and Exploiting Research of Chinese Tourist Resource”, “The Construc-
tion of Chinese Tourist in Formation System”, Series of articles, Specific theme report,
comment book, and taking internation! inner academic communication, cultivating doctor.
master and post-doctor vavied from twelve to seveteen people, providing kinds of case study
from three to five people.

(translated by Licheng)

(continued from page 35)
help to our understanding of national cultural tradition and development of its new culture
today when our economic construction, social culture are undergoing tremendous changes.
In the geography departments of institutes of higher learning, teachers’colleages attach
greater importance on humanistic geography and cultural geography than universities. Com-
paratively speaking, the geography departments of universities are unworthy of its status as
being more responsible for developing the theory of geography and getting to know the geo-
graphical features of our country.

(tanslated by Chen Yi, Zhaoyu, Song Man)



